
 

 
 

 

A Message from Mrs Thrower  

Welcome to our Autumn term newsletter. It is hard to believe 
that this time last year we had our Ofsted Inspection. We cer-
tainly have not been resting on our laurels since then. With 

new staff and many more pupils here, we have introduced many new ideas. Some 
have come from the pupils forum too. I especially like the staff reading with pupils 
initiative. Each member of staff, or trustee on a  visit, will hear pupils read out loud 
once a fortnight.  This, together with a whole school reading book, has increased 
the profile of reading -something that seems to be just on a small screen nowadays.  

Mr ‘P’ (Puntrello) joined the teaching staff in September and I hope you have got to 
enjoy some of the culinary delights coming out of the food lab. IF not I’m sure it 
wont be long until you do.  

I hope that you enjoyed the music and presentation evening last 
week. I certainly did although I am not sure my old bones will be 
able to keep that up year on year !  So I would just like to wish you 
a very merry Christmas. I hope that 2020 is kind to you all.  
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Murphy’s Law: 
Winter is here but I haven't been for a while. I've been told 
to stop barking in Mr Bidwell's office if I want to keep com-
ing to see you all. I've put that down as my new year's reso-
lution so hopefully I'll be seeing a lot more of you next 
term. I do love this time of year when the mornings are 
cold and frosty. I especially like running around in the snow 
so paws crossed for a downfall over Christmas. What I don't 
like about the Winter is being put in the bath after a muddy 
walk. Have a great Christmas, everyone, and see you all 
soon. 

At the end of the summer term, we hosted the first 
'Knightfest' where we launched our new House System. 
Pupils were allocated their new houses - Antro(bus), 
Haddock and Cattermole - in a launch assembly and then 
went on to supervise different stalls, workshops and ac-
tivities. Knightfest was also an opportunity for us to 
showcase all of the wonderful work that goes on in the 
school. We had visitors from Icknield, Laycock and Moss 
Bury Primary Schools who thoroughly enjoyed getting 
involved in all of the activities. 
 
Activities organised by Knightsfield students and staff in-
cluded boxing, rugby (with Jack Haddock), archery, fit-
ness testing, cake sales, science experiments, 'DJ'ing, po-
etry slams, arts and crafts, badge making and much 
much more. 
 
The NDCS bus was also on-site for guests to look around 
the latest advancements in deaf education. We also re-
ceived a very generous donation from Antony Henn from 
'Garden on a Roll' and our flower bed in the playground 
looks amazing and will be in full bloom in the spring. 
 
Be sure to save the date for Knightfest II next year where 
we will be featuring lots of activities as we open our 
doors to parents, friends and family of Knightsfield on 
Tuesday 14th July. 



 

 

Knightsfield Election 
On Thursday 12th Decem-
ber, we held our very 
own Knightsfield General 
Election. The main party 
manifestos were present-
ed in the morning and 
pupils then had to priori-
tise which policies were 
most important to them. 
They were then invited to 
the voting booth in the 
hall where they could 
anonymously cast their 
vote for their favoured 
party. The year 8 maths 
class helped count and 
analyse the vote at the 
end of the day. Here are 
the results of the 
Knightsfield Election: 

 Labour 28% 

 Conservative 24% 

 Green 15% 

 Liberal Democrats 9% 

 Abstained 24% 

We love our days with ELSA and our 
most recent event in November saw 
the Royal Navy visit Knightsfield to 
talk to the students about a variety 
of careers based advice. Our stu-
dents loved the different tasks and 
were able to improve many skills 
throughout the day as they worked 
together in teams to complete the 

challenges. Students listed 
communication, hard work 
and listening as some of 
the key skills required to 
be successful.  

ELSA Day—in the Navy! 
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All About Me—Poetry 

 

Raymond Antrobus - Antro(bus) House 
Raymond is an award-winning deaf poet whose recent poetry anthology - The Perse-
verance has received unanimous praise. Raymond has visited the school twice and 
his career has gone from strength to strength over the last 12 months. On his last 
visit, the BBC cameras were here to see him in action with Knightsfield school featur-
ing on the 6o'Clock news that evening! 
 
Jack Haddock - Haddock House 
Jack is an international deaf rugby player who has visited the school on a number of 
occasions. Jack is an inspiration and role model for our students and we are proud to 
name one of our houses after him. 
 
Reece Cattermole - Cattermole House 
Reece is the first deaf professional boxer who has visited the school to deliver boxing 
workshops to our students. Current deaf role models are so important for our stu-
dents to look up to and we are delighted to name one of our new houses after 
Reece. 

Meet our New Heads of Houses 

Mrs Farenden was thrilled with the amazing poetry produced by the year 8 students in PSHCE. In-
stead of writing about it, we thought we’d scan some of the brilliant pieces produced by our pupils. 


